Assignment #1
Herodotus on the Persians
In this reading, the Greek historian Herodotus describes the culture of the Persians, a group which lived in the area of what is roughly modern Iran. The source is interesting as it gives us a window in to the culture and practices of this important ancient empire. As you read this piece, consider the following questions: 

1. What aspects of Persian worship does Herodotus find strange and different from that of the Greeks?

2. Based on the reading, what do we know about Greek worship practices? (What rituals did the Greeks perform?)

3. What other cultural practices of the Persians did Herodotus find interesting, and different from that of the Greeks? (Discuss TWO).

4. In your opinion, what did Herodotus admire about Persian civilization?
Your response should be ONE PAGE in length, single spaced, 12 pt. font. You are not required to do any external research for this piece- respond to the questions as if this is your only source of information on the Persians. You do not have to give equal space to each question, but your answer should at least address each question. You will be rewarded more for evidence of critical thought, but grammar and spelling will count in the final grade. Please see the rubric on the next page for more information on how the assignment will be graded. 

There is a late penalty of ONE POINT per day, so please make sure to submit the assignment on time. 

Please email me if you have any questions. 

Grading Rubric

Completeness: Does your response address the FOUR questions, proving some discussion of each?

Excellent: 4


Very Good: 3


Good: 2



Needs Improvement: 1
Analysis: Have you provided examples from the source to support the evidence you have presented?

Excellent: 4


Very Good: 3


Good: 2


  
Needs Improvement: 1
Writing: Is your response clear, grammatically sound and free of spelling and stylistic errors?

Excellent: 2


Very Good: 1.5


Good: 1



Needs Improvement: 0
Formatting:  Does your assignment include your name, student number, course code and section number, and date of submission?

Yes: 0



No: -.5
